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Champion number one... 

The final OTOR of 2011 sees a quick pictorial appreciation 
of the three principal champions. Ryan Villopoto had all of 
two months to savour his stellar collection of AMA SX, MX, 
Motocross of Nations (fourth time) and Monster Energy 
Cup victories this year. In just three weeks the 2012 AMA 
Indoor competition will begin again and the Monster Energy 
Kawasaki rider will be under pressure for seventeen rounds 
and for almost five months to defend that number one plate 
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Champion number two... 

Casey Stoner finds the right direction with the fac¬ 
tory Repsol Honda to bring the championship back 
to the manufacturer for the first time in five years; 
Honda’s driest spell since they began GP racing 
in the premier class (the previous being between 
1990 and 1993). For the Australian, who never 
missed the podium in sixteen finishes, 2011 further 
cemented his status as one of the MotoGP greats 
as the ‘Rossi era’ reaches twilight 

Photo by Gold & Goose/Red Bull Photo Files 




And thirdly... 

With title number three, the second on the fac¬ 
tory KTM 350 SX-F, Tony Cairoli won six rounds 
of fifteen in the MX1 FIM Motocross World Cham¬ 
pionship but importantly stayed fit and fast as his 
principal rivals made mistakes and paid for them. 
The Sicilian has pushed the championship count 
up to five in the last seven years and there can be 
no dispute over who is the current king of the dirt 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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TACTILE TECHNOLOGY 


Touch the screen to get the ultimate multisports 
watch experience with including 

tide, cl and 


IN TOUGH WITH YOUR TIME 
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KTM 690 DUKE TEST 


By Adam Wheeler,' photos by Francesc Montero & Sebas Romero 


OTOR's first bike test was a memorable one thanks to a memorable motorcycle. 
KTM have accrued rhore than 200 world championship titles, so racing is a part 
of their fabric. The competitive streak is firmly entrenched in their quality output 
and the 2012 690 Duke was their latest play at a winner... 
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W e all have that curious mixture of appre¬ 
hension and excitement at various stages 
in our lives; a first date, driving test, first holi¬ 
day, leaving the family home, a wedding day... 
and with the same slight feeling of energised 
trepidation I eagerly accepted KTM’s offer to 
come and ride the motorcycle that the Austri¬ 
ans dub as their ‘most important machine of 
2012 ’. 

Enduro blasts through Pyrenees lanes and 
traffic-dodging on a scooter in Barcelona 
does not make for the most convincing CV to 
judge a new naked mid-range bike. However 
compared to the wealth of riding experience 
among a sizeable group of peers in the luxury 
of the Lopesan Baobab hotel in Gran Canaria 


maybe I could offer a slightly different per¬ 
spective. The mountainous loop through the 
centre of the island is breathtaking both in its 
scenery and due to the demands of the nar¬ 
row, unrelenting roads of kinks and bends. 

Rather than a technical low-down and detailed 
evaluation of components and performance 
my goal with the 690 was merely to describe 
what it felt like to ride. Over the two days I 
went from gliding past continuous Armco 
strips shielding 500ft+ sheer drops, to slow- 
speed meandering through urban areas. Here 
is a little bit of the ‘what, where and why’ and 
the reason for KTM seeming to have firmly 
nailed their colours to the post with this latest 
offering. 








RELEVANCE OF THE 690 


The 2012 690 Duke came to be as a result of 
KTM attempting to place a finger on the erratic 
pulse of the industry. For all the talk of small 
cylinder motors in emerging markets, the shift 
of emphasis and sales in Europe towards af¬ 
fordable, practical and multipurpose bikes indi¬ 
cates a slight regression to the original ‘roots’ 
of motorcycling: two wheels, a good engine 
and something to play with, as well as get you 
from A to B. 

When I clicked the sturdy and compact 690 
into gear and rolled out of the hotel it was ap¬ 
parent within seconds that this is a bike that 
permits a wealth of expression. For the first 
half an hour I found myself pushed up against 
the tank, elbows out and riding the thing like it 
was an off-roader. The character of the single 
cylinder engine probably helped with my self¬ 


delusion but it was only after a hefty quantity 
of kilometres and on some of the straighten 
easy roads that I realised I could also happily 
sit back and cruise. 

The 690 flicks direction quickly and the re¬ 
peated claims of KTM beating all rivals in the 
segment when it comes to weight-power ratio 
(dry weight of 149.4kg and 70hp) is immedi¬ 
ately clear. 

For photos later on I pathetically tried to get 
my knee close to the road. A little later and I 
was tentatively dodging buses on a mountain 
climb. On the rare moment there was a stretch 
of clear asphalt then the mono LC4 begged for 
a bit of throttle abuse. Not once in this lengthy 
ride-out did I feel like the bike was objecting to 
any of my irregular riding habits or desires. 











The Duke has eighteen years of history. The 
first in 1994 famously resembled an off-road 
bike with a fairing and two nob-less tyres. 

KTM claim that it was the start of their ‘single 
cylinder on the asphalt character’. In 2008 
another major revision appeared (the 690) and 
now the 2012 edition appears to be the most 
eagerly uncovered model in their line-up. 90% 
of the 690 Duke is new. “Business wise and 
image wise this is totally part of KTM, we have 
gained a lot of experience in fifteen years,” 
says Press & PR Manager Thomas Kuttruf. 

“The weight-performance ratio is the best ever 


and this a big priority for us. We have done a 
lot of work in-house on small things to improve 
performance for less money. There is nothing 
on the bike that you do not need. You can use 
different styles and it is all possible with the 
geometry and ergonomics.” 

“Maybe in the past we lost customers because 
the Duke looked radical, extreme and speciali¬ 
sed, maybe we scared some people. It was for 
the hardcore. This led to a change in the ergo¬ 
nomics and features to offer the best all-round 
product possible.” 


The KTM 690 Duke is easy. There is no other way of 
putting it Or if you want a few more adjectives then 
‘fun’, ‘effortless’ and ‘versatile’ are also applicable... 








THE HEART AND Gin'S 

The single cylinder LC4 engine wants and re¬ 
quires your enthusiasm. It will plea for a lively 
right hand and force a busy left foot. The Duke 
is docile at slow speed but hungers for revs 
and whacking the gas is like opening a Pan¬ 
dora’s box of power. It makes you grin. Some¬ 
where underneath the tank a double ignition, 
ride-by-wire technology and ECU and a well of 
torque conspire to create this sensation. The 
Brembo brakes (with Bosch ABS system as an 
optional extra, which is what I used) inspire 
confidence and the fuel gauge hardly seemed 
to waiver and this is thanks to KTM’s realisa¬ 
tion that they needed to offer more value in 
this area (10% decrease in consumption and 


an enlarged 14 litre tank). The 8kg steel chas¬ 
sis makes use of a curious laser-cut aluminium 
sub frame that contributes to the aesthetic; 
frame and fairing combine for ultimately less 
parts. 

The pricey-to-perfect electronics - with three 
selectable engine maps - is a trick part of the 
Duke and (along with the slipper clutch) helps 
finesse the character of the mono at low revs. 
“It wasn’t a case of just wanting to get rid of 
the cable but the system helps with the throt¬ 
tle to get the bike running more smoothly,” 
offered Jorg Schuller, Product Manager Street 
“The ECU supports the concept of the bike and 
supports the rider.” 


MAJOR PLAYERS 


For some time now KTM have had to be taken 
seriously as a leading manufacturer of motor¬ 
cycles (and potent Powerparts accessories). 
Their off-road mantle is all-conquering, from 
enduro to motocross to rally and they have 
recently entered the next phase of motorcy¬ 
cling by being the first major manufacturer to 
launch an electric bike; the Freeride E. 

The level of treatment, organisation and pres¬ 
entation around the launch in Gran Canaria is 
first class and is an immediate visual indica¬ 
tion of their ambition for the tarmac; an area 
where KTM claim they sell 40% of their bikes 
and earn a 6% share of the global market. It is 
a quantity they want to increase to 10% in the 
next three to four years and the total was as¬ 
sisted admirably in 2011 by the unveiling of the 
Duke 125, which went on to sell 9000 units. 


The Duke 200 is beyond the drawing board 
stage and should be in shops by next spring. 

The 690 carries a price tag of 7000 euros 
(7500 with ABS) with a promised 10,000km 
service interval period. “Not to sound arrogant 
but the performance is the best in the market, 
we don’t just follow but we are stronger with 
some models,” says Kuttruf and the figures 
provided by KTM support this with the 690 
holding the upper hand not only against other 
monos but also several multi-cylinders. The 
ratio matches the BMW F800R even if the 
young and dynamic styling makes the Duke an 
instant victor. 

Personally I prefer the meaner black shade 
compared to the more virginal white. 




KTM 690 DUKE TEST 


It might sound a little silly but the Duke 690 is a 
‘motorcycle’. Plain and simple. It has the components 
of a 21st century machine but the idea behind it is 
to provide a liberal, affordable and pleasurable riding 
experience. If the eventual sales match the depth 
of how much KTM have achieved their ambition with 
the 690 then prepare to see quite a few of these bikes 
on the road in the next twelve months. 
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ANDREAS WIMMER 

PROJECT LEADER 125, 200 & 690 DUKE 


The weight-power ratio and other technical 
elements...were they essential for the concept 
of the 690? 

Yes, we wanted to have a light bike with maxi¬ 
mum power potential that was easy to ride 
but with the extra additions like the lower seat 
height and the styling. We wanted to appeal 
to a wide group of riders, from beginners to 
experts. 

Do you think with the range of Dukes KTM are 
in a position to offer a bike to suit anyone? It 
seems that people don’t want/cannot afford to 
have two to three bikes to suit every kind of 
demand or mood... 

Yes and each Duke has common traits. The 125 
has the same seat height, and the feeling that 
the rider is integrated in the bike as the 690. 
The 125 sales figures were really good, so it 
was almost like people were waiting for a bike 
like this. The Duke line-up has been progress¬ 
ing to this point for the last sixteen years. 

It seems KTM are excited about this particular 
bike... 

It is a big step forwards. For example, we have 
put a lot of effort into this ride-by-wire system 
and what we are achieving with this makes us 
very happy. 


It seems some of the development costs were 
pretty huge. There must be a lot of belief in 
the new 690... 

Of course! But in the end the hardest part of 
producing this bike was to keep the quality up 
but at the same time reducing the manufac¬ 
turing costs. We didn’t want a cheap or flimsy 
bike. It is a KTM, and we did not want to cut 
any decent feature away. It was difficult to save 
20% on costs. If Mr Pierer [company CEO] said 
‘OK, let’s sell it for 10,000 euros’ then this is 
an easy job for us because we can cherry-pick 
the parts. It was a challenge and I’m happy 
with how it turned out. 

How can the Duke project progress from here? 

Like I said this is another step for us. As al¬ 
ways there will be something else and we have 
some ideas in mind for the future! 







Check out the version 
of OTOR on Calameo to 
see video clips 

www.ontrackoffroad.com 
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DANIEL MAIRHORMANN 

TEAM LEADER EMS APPLICATIONS LC4 
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Why was a ride-by-wire throttle important for 
the Duke 690 project? 

It was the next logical step from the last semi 
ride by wire. We were able to develop a save 
system without cable. For this we have two 
independent acceleration grip sensors, two 
throttle valve sensors and two processors in 
the ECU, which check each other (as a ‘watch¬ 
dog’). We have a return spring, which can 
close the throttle valve if some malfunction 
should appear. 

Can you describe the sensation this will give 
to the rider for a single cylinder bike? 

The best case is that the rider feels nothing 
and doesn’t need to worry about the power 
output of the bike in every riding situation. 

For this we use the acceleration grip sensor 
for what the rider wants to do and then the 
gear-dependent throttle valve maps and gear 
dependent engine brake settings to decide the 
best engine parameters (ignition/injection/ 
throttle position) for the rider’s wishes. The 
electronics enable different MAP modes, which 
basically gives the customer ‘three bikes in 
one’, from a ‘standard’ setting to ‘comfortable’ 
to ‘sport’. 


At the presentation it was mentioned that to 
provide this package cost a lot, but in the end 
is cheaper to produce. Can you explain that a 
bit more? 

The development costs were much higher. The 
software that makes the system safe is very 
complex as it has a lot of safety control algo¬ 
rithms. This system is developed according to 
ISO 26060, which leads to lots of validation 
tests. But in the end the system is cheaper 
because we don’t need two ECUS and the 
cable as before. The throttle body is a modified 
automotive part and therefore is cheaper than 
the old one. 

With the 690 Duke having ABS and the throt¬ 
tle system will the technology now start to 
appear on many other KTM road bikes? 

It is not a secret anymore that complex elec¬ 
tronic functions will be more and more avail¬ 
able in the market - and as well with KTM 
products. In the factory we are committed to 
further development steps in this field. So, a 
clear ‘yes’. But KTM will always make sure that 
an innovation really delivers, and has benefit 
for the rider. We will never put any feature on a 
bike ‘just’ for marketing reasons. 
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MOTOGP ON TV: HOW 
DORNA SET THE BAR 

By Adam Wheeler, photos by www.motogp.com 


Pan-global TV reach (280 million and counting) and an official website heavily constructed 
for the presentation and accessibility of television content means that Dorna have created 
a rich medium of transmitting MotoGP to the biggest audience possible. Whether through 
an HD signal, bounteous hours of live broadcasting of each round, pit and paddock cover¬ 
age and numerous onboard camera angles...seeing the championship on the box is a com¬ 
plete and impressive spectacle. 

OTOR secured some precious time with Dorna’s 47 year old TV Director Sergi Sendra - 
now with the company for two decades - to explain how the Spanish/Catalan firm arrived 
to the standards they now set and what the sport might look like in the future... 











MotoGP ON TV 



Sergi Sendra: “3D is the future. We 
are watching TV now like people 
before were watching in black and 
white. The world is 3D not 2D.” 


The quality of the television coverage has 
reached a level where I have even heard 
people stating their preference to watch the 
races at home. How do you feel about the 
way you are portraying MotoGP? 

At the beginning, from a production and 
direction/creative point of view, we found 
the sport at a very basic level because there 
wasn’t a common standard in televising 
MotoGP. There were different companies and 
different broadcasters having a go. So our 
goal was to show the racing at a good level 
through a combination of elements like on¬ 
board shots, pitlane coverage and a wider, 
more complete philosophy. I think we have 
reached a point where we produce hours of 
practice and race footage under certain rules 
of logistics and specific content with the 
result that people tend to like it. For me it is 
still far from what can be considered a really 
high level of television coverage. 


Why is that? 

Basically what we produce is limited by the 
amount of cameras we have at our disposal 
and also the budget and actual physical time 
we have to dedicate towards a big production. 
If you take a football match then the cover¬ 
age of the game is total. You can get multi¬ 
ple angles of the same thing. In MotoGP the 
problem is that we have to cover an area the 
equivalent to 500,000-700,000 square me¬ 
tres and you don’t have that ‘global’ vision. 

It means the coverage becomes complicated 
and you have to use a lot of elements. Some 
are tricky, like we cannot have a helicopter 
close to the track. It has to be something like 
a 1000ft and the shot you get is completed 
different to what you wanted. At the moment 
the production looks spectacular but we have 
to conscious that it is in 2D and we cannot 
reproduce everything, only what we have 
filmed. 



MotoGP ON TV 


We don’t have the luxury like they have in 
football of offering the same moment in differ¬ 
ent ways. In MotoGP we have a high standard 
but there is still so much to show. The next 
process will be a combination between 3D and 
virtual vision, like a videogame where you can 
see the bikes from different perspectives and 
this would be the ideal scenario. 

The onboard camera technology has pro¬ 
gressed enormously. Are there still possibili¬ 
ties with this method of showing the action? 

The onboard cameras are very important be¬ 
cause it is the most ‘realistic’ angle we have; 
the bike is actually carrying the viewer. The 
onboards are one of the strengths of MotoGP 
because many other sports cannot bring the 
viewer that close and can only get near the 
subject instead of actually being on it or with 
it. Everything with regards to this technology 
is getting smaller and smaller but the qual¬ 
ity is also getting better and better. When we 
started in 1992, with standard definition, the 
camera was small but not that much and the 
quality was not great. Two years ago we were 
able to start the first onboards in high defini¬ 
tion thanks to a company in England called 


Gigawave that supplied the first 1920-1080i 
HD camera which I think is still the only one 
being used in motorsport. We struggled a lot 
to arrive to the position and capabilities this 
camera could offer and now we are getting a 
lot of quality. If we want more exciting angles 
then we need even smaller cameras that can 
give the same quality and that is where we are 
the moment. One of the big problems we have 
found is the high amount of low-level vibration. 
This affects the components, lens and hous¬ 
ing of the cameras. 3D is even more demand¬ 
ing because it means two views, left and right, 
which must be absolutely synchronised and 
stabilised. We are working towards this and to 
come up with other ideas. 

One of MotoGP’s main visual differences to 
other sports is the lean angle of the bikes so 
we thought of the gyroscopic camera that 
could really show from behind or ahead how 
the bike is being moved. It was a job of many 
years, many talks, some hopes and dreams, 
advancing technology, co-operation with the 
manufacturers and fighting to get it made. We 
want to get the gyroscopic camera in HD and 
then the 3D onboard but I think there is still a 
long way to go. 
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Number of staff in TV department: 

Number of TV staff working at a Grand Prix: 

Number of onboard cameras per race: 

Number of possible camera positions on a bike: 
Number of hours recorded over GP: 

Number of countries receiving the Live TV signal: 
Number of accredited press (55% are TV personnel): 



MotoGP ON TV 


What is the attitude now to the onboards from 
the riders and teams? There was a problem a 
couple of years ago with Casey Stoner where 
he was bothered by a unit... 

The attitude has changed a lot since the begin¬ 
ning where it was seen as an intrusion on a 
machine where every component is made only 
for racing. Dorna were trying to show every¬ 
body that television will portray the drama of 
the racing and this needs to understood and 
needs some help. At the same time we have 
been very conscious that we’ve been insert¬ 
ing and installing systems on a bike and we 
needed to work together with the teams to 
make sure it does not restrict them in any way. 
We have close relationships with the brands to 
do this and with careful planning have avoided 
mistakes. You mention Stoner...this incident 
was caused by numerous little things. The data 
box wasn’t well fixed and came loose, annoying 
him for the whole racing in Portugal. Obviously 
you learn from mistakes and the team learned 
from altering something at the last minute. 

I think one incident in ten years is not a bad 
record. 

Are you excited about 3D? It seems that in 
some sports coverage like golf it works very 
well but then with football or basketball there 
isn’t a spectacular difference... 

We are at the beginning of 3D coverage. In 
cinema they are able to do a lot in post¬ 
production and they have time to develop it. 
With a live sports production there is less time 
to roll things out. My opinion is that it is the 
future, and we are watching TV now like people 
before were watching it in black and white. The 
world is 3D not 2D. You can have a perception 


of something in 2D but 3D is much more visu¬ 
ally and sensually rewarding and exciting; the 
feeling you are watching something ‘real’. My 
last experiences of seeing sport in 3D was with 
Champions League football and it was very 
good and the broadcasters are learning all the 
time, for example, lower cameras are giving a 
much better perspective. You ‘feel’ the sport 
and the depth and this will be good for Mo¬ 
toGP. Again for us it will be more complicated 
because we need between fifteen and twenty 
cameras to show a race and tell a story. All we 
need is time and confidence with 3D. Films like 
Avatar and Tin Tin are showing us the potential 
and the different way we can see moving im¬ 
ages in the future. 

What about the investment? It must be pretty 
big... 

It is a huge step, in all senses. The bad side is 
that you can invest heavily in something you 
have little experience with and it can lead to 
mistakes. You can lose money or more impor¬ 
tantly interest if people say ‘it doesn’t work’. 
The key things are experimentation, learning 
and doing a good job step by step as the de¬ 
mand for it increases over time. 

Do you still get excited about MotoGP after all 
these years? 

MotoGP is a little like life because you have 
very exciting moments and then other ex¬ 
tremes, like in Sepang. Every Sunday is new 
and the story begins again. I think MotoGP is 
still a young sport and there is a great future 
ahead. New technology is allowing us to see 
the sport in different ways and that is exciting 
enough in itself. 


if ZEEHU NEWS 



MotoGP TO LOOK AT 
AND ARGENTINA-? 


INDIA 


T he recent calendar change for 2012 has set 
a few tongues wagging that MotoGP could 
be anticipating a visit to the Indian circuit of 
Buddh International that was inaugurated last 
summer by Formula One. Dorna CEO Carmelo 
Ezpeleta admitted in an interview with Spanish 
sports newspaper Marca that talks with India, 
Brazil and even Russia were ongoing. 

The shift forward of the season-opening Qatari 
round by a week would permit a logical logisti¬ 
cal jump across to New Delhi before the cham¬ 
pionship heads back west to Jerez (recently 
confirmed along with Sachsenring) in Spain. 

If the rumours are true then the series could 
extend to nineteen races or Estoril - the only 
fixture still unconfirmed - could be bumped to 
make way. 


It looks like the MotoGP race set for Argen¬ 
tina in 2013 could well be going ahead despite 
the usual murmurs that it was a bit of a white 
elephant. After an initial announcement earlier 
on in the year in France, Tech3 Yamaha’s new 
recruit Andrea Dovizioso made the trip over 
to Argentina to check up on plans for the new 
track at Las Termas de Rio Hondo near the city 
of Santiago. 

Dorna are keen to expand the appeal of MotoGP 
to new horizons, or in the case of Argentina re¬ 
turn it to old ones. The last motorcycle GP took 
place in the country in Buenos Aires in 1999, 
and the whole of South America has not hosted 
a race since the Brazilian GP of 2004 (250cc 
class of which pictured below). 














BAUTISTA RETURNS 
FROM AFRICAN TREK 


G resini Honda’s new MotoGP rider Alvaro 
Bautista has returned to Spain after hav¬ 
ing joined 17 other adventurers on Riders for 
Health’s Experience Africa ride to Zambia. 

Along with the charity’s co-founder Randy Ma- 
mola, Bautista rode the same kind of bikes used 
by health workers in Africa, and saw just why 
the support of the motorcycle community is so 
important. 

“I always knew that it was important to sup¬ 
port Riders for Health when I donated items to 
their auctions at Day of Champions and met 
with fans in the paddock and pit-lane, but to 
see what they do with the money they raise is 
amazing,” explained Bautista. 

“We visited a clinic and heard how hard it is 
for the health workers. We met people who had 


had to walk for many hours to visit the clinic, 
which had so little. One of the health workers 
told us they cared for a village 80 kilometres 
away. Without a vehicle, how would they ever 
reach it? The roads are so bad, and the villages 
are so isolated, it means that it is so important 
to make sure the health workers have a motor¬ 
cycle.” 

“It has been very important for me to see just 
how important the work of Riders for Health is, 
and how the support of all of us in MotoGP is 
making a difference. It is something that I will 
remember for the rest of my life.” 

For more information about how you can 
join Experience Africa in 2012, email 
experienceafrica@riders.org 









For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 



A MotoGP WINTER... 

By Gavin Emmett 


A lot of people often ask me what a MotoGP 
commentator gets up to in the off-season. 
Especially once the testing ban is in place and 
there isn’t much ‘news’ in the offing. Despite 
what many think, it’s not all one big holiday 
now, although I can’t deny that traditionally 
this is the time when everyone in the sport 
takes their chance to get away for their annual 
break, seeing as there are other things going 
on in the summer months...! 

However the work from 2011 still rumbles on 
as soon as the curtain comes down at Va¬ 
lencia, and after presenting the FIM MotoGP 
Awards Ceremony on the Sunday evening, it 
was back to the UK to help proof-read the ex¬ 
cellent Official MotoGP Season Review written 
by Julian Ryder. 

Then with my co-commentator Nick Harris 
it was over to Spain, to Dorna headquarters 
in Barcelona where we put the voiceovers on 
the Official Season Review DVDs. It would be 
great if they could actually take our commen¬ 
tary from the live broadcasts we do, but all too 
often cutting these down takes much longer 
than actually doing the shortened highlights 
versions all over again ‘as-live’. That and your 
voice output changes every single weekend 
depending on how you are feeling and the 
commentary booth you’re working in, and if 
you were to combine them all onto one DVD 
that would sound a little odd. 

The re-voicing is actually quite a tough thing 
to do, putting yourself back into the mindset 


of each Grand Prix, but after a lot of prepara¬ 
tion from ourselves and the producers who 
gather lots of information about each race it is 
a manageable if lengthy process. We also do 
some voiceovers for the TV season highlights 
programmes and the corporate videos that 
Dorna and the teams use to help them sell the 
sport to sponsors. 

Then after a stop at Motorcycle Live in Bir¬ 
mingham at the end of November it’s time for 
a short hiatus over Christmas before we then 
start thinking about the new season. 

This is the moment 
where everyone has to 
remember the five ‘p’s... 

The run up to the start of the year will all be 
about team launches, writing guide publica¬ 
tions for the new season, getting the back¬ 
ground stories from testing, and researching 
all the information about the new bikes and 
riders coming into the series. 

There’ll be a fair bit of that to do this year! 

This is the moment that everyone involved in 
the sport has to remember those five P’s: ‘Per¬ 
fect preparation prevents poor performance.’ 
And all that preparation takes us up to the 
first race in Qatar, which has now been moved 
a week earlier to April 8th. 






KEO ROCZEH & TONY CAIROLI, BOH , 
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One dominates the MX2 class in his debut year with KTM and wins his first world championship title 
with the KTM 250 SX-F. The other continues the success story of the KTM 350 SX-F in the MX1 class 
and celebrates his second world championship title with this unique bike. Ken Roczen and Tony Cairoli 
-victory at the double! 
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READY...?_ 

STRAIGHT FROM THE TOP: DIRECTOR 
OF SUPERCROSS CHATS 2012... 

By Adam Wheeler, photos by Steve Cox/Feld Motor Sports 

T he 38th AMA Supercross Championship begins in a matter of weeks with the riders 
and teams gathering for one of the best-attended motorcycle racing series in the world. 
Plenty of keyboards have been bashed in appraisal of the entertaining and unpredictable 
tussle for the crown in 2011. One of the pertinent questions for the upcoming competition is 
whether anyone can breach the new club of ‘aliens’: Dungey, Reed, Stewart and Villopoto?? 

The seventeen round contest (also an FIM World Championship in the loosest possible term 
since 2008) has been under the guise of companies like Clear Channel (and off-shoot) Live> ' 
Nation and now Feld Motor Sports but the nucleus of the people putting the races together 
has largely remained. At the centre of the ‘storm’ is Director of Supercross Dave Prater. 

Prater worked up from being an Event Manager to Assistant Director of Supercross to finally 
take on his current mantle in 2005. Here he talks about his role in co-ordinating the champi¬ 
onship and some of the issues surrounding the sport... 







Can you outline your job both at and away 
from the races...? 

It is a difficult job to outline, which is part of 
the reason I love it. No day or event is ever 
the same. Monday through Wednesday I am in 
the office planning, making and taking calls, 
and answering e-mails. I fly out bright and 
early Thursday morning and join our crew 
already loading into the stadium. Thursday 
is packed with Press Day, building meetings, 
and working on any issues we may have for 
the weekend. The pits are parked at 9am 
sharp Friday morning and the rest of the day 
is spent meeting with the AMA, working with 
SPEED and/or CBS on television issues, and 
anything else that helps put the final touches 
on race day. 

As the Supercross meetings are run on one 
day, Saturdays must be pretty busy... 

Saturdays are a blur. The crew and I are up at 
5am; race days start early and end late but 
they don’t seem long at all. After the race is 
over our operations crew works to load our 11 


trailers and get the show rolling onto the next 
city. The trucks are prepped and on their way 
by around 5am Sunday morning. We remove 
the dirt from the stadium, clean the field and 
surrounding areas and then roll out to the 
next event. Sunday afternoon I am on an air¬ 
plane and back in the office Monday morning 
to begin another week. 

What kind of show does Feld take on the 
road? Or is there a small crew that overseas 
the work of independent organisers at the 
stadiums? 

Feld Motor Sports has a crew of 15 that move 
in on Tuesday morning for every Monster En¬ 
ergy Supercross. That crew grows as the week 
goes on and by Friday we are at about 35, 
with representatives from PR, Sales, Market¬ 
ing, Internet, Television, etc. 

We contract Dirt Wurx to build the actual 
racetracks for the entire Supercross Champi¬ 
onship, but they work hand-in-hand with our 
team to ensure the riders have a consistent 
environment to compete in each week. 
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DIRECTOR OF SX 


"The tracks should be challenging but I don't 
think a rider should be worried about the 
track beating him 


Even though it is an intense schedule of races 
from January to May, do you still have a lot of 
work on your plate after the final round? 

I have a saying; ‘supercross: there is no offsea¬ 
son!’ The day after the Awards Ceremony in 
Vegas, we sit down with the AMA and the FIM. 
We talk about what worked and what didn’t 
and how we can make things better. We get 
back to the office and hit the ground running. 
We immediately begin to budget and plan for 
the upcoming year. The summer is also busy 
planning for the Monster Energy Cup. The race 
was a great success in 2011 and we expect it to 
be even better on October 20, 2012. Our sum¬ 
mer is spent planning, meeting with riders, 
teams, sponsors, stadiums, and anyone else 
necessary to put on another successful cham¬ 
pionship. 

How do you view the state of the supercross? 
The economy seems to be this major ‘black 
cloud’. Has it affected the sport on the track 
and in the stands? 

The economy has definitely touched everyone, 
however the state of Supercross is strong. Even 
in a difficult economy our live event attend¬ 
ance numbers and our television numbers 
have grown. We plan on continuing that trend 


in 2012. 2011 was the ‘Greatest Season Ever’ 
and I believe 2012 will be even better. 

Track design seems to be a popular talking 
point. Naturally your view carries importance 
and it also has to be ‘correct’. So what is your 
opinion on the current challenges the riders 
face? Should it be easier with a view to better 
racing? 

It is difficult to say. I believe that riders should 
race each other and not the track. 

That’s not to say that the tracks shouldn’t be 
challenging, but I don’t feel a rider should be 
worried about the track beating him. He should 
be concentrating and racing others, not the 
track. 

The eternal question of supercross expanding 
outside of North America still won’t evapo¬ 
rate. Can you provide any possible update on 
the chances of the series appearing in Europe 
or another continent? 

It really goes back to the state of the economy. 
It’s just not the right time to expand outside of 
North America. 

The plan is still to take Monster Energy AMA 
Supercross abroad in the future, but we do not 
have a timeline for that at the moment. 
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TIME TICKS FOR TREY 
AFTER LATEST INJURY 

HINDRANCE By Steve Matthes 


W ith the news that factory Honda’s Trey 
Canard has gone and hurt himself again, I 
got to thinking about the poor guy. 

His ascent to being one of the very best rid¬ 
ers in the sport has been rapid. Coming out of 
amateurs, he was seen as very fast and solid 
but there aren’t too many people outside of his 
family who thought he would be this good, this 
quickly. After winning the 250 national moto- 
cross title in an incredible run the second half 
of the year, Canard stepped up to the 450 and 
immediately became a podium guy. 

And he also managed to win a couple of races 
at that! 

Unfortunately he’s also been hurt quite a bit 
and this latest collarbone fracture goes along 
with his two femur breaks all inside the past 
twelve months. Here’s the thing though, a 
collarbone is the easiest bone in the body for 
anyone to break (as I look down at my extrud¬ 
ing bone of my own ‘snap’ years ago) and his 


two leg injuries were from a improperly inserted 
pin from his first one in 2007. That problem has 
been corrected and now, as I said, this collar¬ 
bone isn’t a very big deal. 

I know Trey bristles at the suggestion he’s 
injury-prone; citing the femur problem as a 
doctor’s mistake and a collarbone, well, that’s 
pretty common. 

I agree with Canard’s thinking but I also know 
that his time is running out. He has to come 
back from this setback (maybe two or three 
rounds into the supercross season) strong and 
stay healthy for the year. 

Otherwise, I’m not so sure I can defend him 
anymore. There’s another athlete named Ben 
Townley that can attest to the short life span 
one has at the top before injuries start robbing 
you of wins and turn you into ‘what could have 
been...’ racer. Canard is a guy that everyone 
likes, even his fellow competitors, and let’s hope 
we see the #41 out there for a long time. 
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THE IETERNAL DEBATE. 



By Steve Matthes 

here are a lot of people that love to debate 
different topics about the sport of motocross. 
Some of the ones that seem to draw people in like 
moths to a flame include which continent produce 
the best motocross racers. Europe or America? 
The annual Olympics of motocross called the 
Motocross des Nations brings everyone’s opinions 
out as well. 

The USA has a tremendous advantage when it 
comes to having a deeper field of riders. After all 
the geographic size of America dwarfs many of 
the European countries it competes against and 
therefore the odds are in America’s favor that they 
produce a depth of riders that can’t be matched. 

For years while Stefan Everts reigned supreme 
in Europe, the question was how would he do in 
America? We saw Ricky Carmichael beat him 
pretty soundly at the Zolder MXDN in '03 but we 
also saw Stefan catch and pass James Stewart in 
England in ’06. And remember when Everts raced 
some supercrosses in the early 90’s? He was 
around the top ten. Talent is talent, whether it is 
in America, Belgium or Zimbabwe. 

So to me, the best of the best in Europe would be 
among the best in America because of the ef¬ 
fort, dedication and commitment it takes to win 
races. Just look at Ken Roczen and his gig. He’s 
going to be a very real front-runner for SX and 
MX titles over here and that’s coming off his MX2 
World crown he just captured. Roczen is a rare 
talent indeed and he just has to look over at his 
team-mate, two-time MX2 world champion Marvin 
Musquin who struggled a bit in his first year in 
America but was coming into the season with an 
injury and once recovered from that, hurt himself 
again. 


Going further back Greg Albertyn was a three¬ 
time World Champion and won a national title 
here. Sebastian Tortelli won twice in Europe 
before coming over and in a three-year span was 
one of the only racers to beat Carmichael straight 
up. There’s no doubt that if Sebastian hadn’t hurt 
himself in 1999 late in the season when he held 
the points lead, he’d won a national title. Tyla Rat¬ 
tray? Another MX2 World Champion and two top 
three positions in two years on the nationals with 
race wins. 

The desk jockeys (and I count myself in that 
group) go back and forth about the speed and skill 
of riders from different countries but the simple 
fact is this. If you win a world title, you can win a 
national title. And vice-versa. American champs 
can go to Europe and win, no doubt. (Although 
with the different surfaces that the GP tracks have 
versus the mostly one type of soil of America’s 
tracks, I would put the odds on an American win¬ 
ning a world title tougher than a European rider 
doing it and that includes Ryan Villopoto, Ryan 
Dungey or any rider you want to put out there.) 

I’ve seen two Grands Prix and three MXDN’s in 
the last three years and there’s no doubt that the 
European riders have come a long way since the 
mid-80’s. They’re all scrubbing, attacking and 
going real fast. In the 70’s, it was the European 
riders that ruled and were far superior than the 
Americans. In the 80’s, thanks to the advent of 
supercross, the USA riders were vastly superior 
but nowadays, the gap has narrowed to the point 
where a fast rider is a fast rider. Sorry that’s not 
going to make a message board material for 
shocking statements but that’s a simple fact. Now 
excuse me while I sign up to be the charter mem¬ 
ber of the USA division of the Ken Roczen fan club! 
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GETI1NG LITERARY THIS 
CHRISTMAS... 


W ith just a couple of days until the festive 
season really kicks-in there is still time 
to grab a memento of the 2011 FIM Motocross 
World Championship in the form of two excel¬ 
lent hardback pictorial books. 

‘Motocross GP Album’ is the third edition of 
this sumptuous tome put together by French¬ 
man Stanley Leroux (he behind the recent 
redesign of popular European motocross hub 
www.mxlarge.com) with official backing from 
the GP series. 



As a photographer and designer Leroux cer¬ 
tainly know how to stitch a visual story togeth¬ 
er and his English language coffee-table piece 
gets better every year. Contained within the 
2011 incarnation are some 300 images on 240 
pages so this is big, bold and beautiful. The 
season is told by photos and interviews rather 
than a breakdown of races so it reads differ¬ 
ently and is the better for it. 

‘Motocross GP Album’ can be bought by visit¬ 
ing here: www.motocrossgpalbum.com 


* - 2011 



An alternative version is ‘Motocross 2011’ 
assembled by Italian photographers Enzo 
Tempestini and Stefano Taglioni, some of the 
few full-time media men that follow the en¬ 
tire Grand Prix trail. Taglioni, who also shoots 
MotoGP, is a long-time friend and confidante of 
World Champion Tony Cairoli so there will not 
be any better images for tracking the inside 
line on the talented Sicilian. 

The book is in Italian and English and is the 
fourth edition but it is the images that count 
here, www.mxuno.com 































SUZUKI IN FORCE FOR ‘12 


W ith their regrettable withdrawal from flag¬ 
ship series MotoGP it seemed Suzuki’s 
racing prospects could be seen as bleak (in 
spite of the noises about a swift return etc). In 
Grand Prix motocross the company is remain¬ 
ing firm with their presence and support of 
factory team Geboers Racing Promotions and 
their position as title candidates - something 
that has been in place for the better part of the 
last fifteen years - is concrete. 

2011 runner-up Clement Desalle again fills the 
saddle of the potent RM-Z450 and is joined by 
fast journeyman Tanel Leok (the Estonian earn¬ 
ing chequered flags with three different brands 
and allying with his fourth different crew in 
four years); the duo have been occupying the 
roads and trails of the Algarve last week with 
former world champion Steve Ramon tagging 
along to help his recovery and rehab from his 
neck and shoulder trauma at the Limburg GP 
in August. 


Leok is pencilled in for a stab at the French Le 
Touquet Beach race, that Ramon conquered 
last January. 

The Suzuki Europe-backed MX2 effort went 
from the heights of Ken Roczen’s dizzying 
emergence in 2010 to almost anonymity with 
a single rider and injury-hit 2011. A recent 
photograph released by Suzuki Press Office 
indicates a swelling of the ranks for 2012. A 
five-rider presence across European MX2 and 
125cc two-stroke series as well as the MX2 GP 
class has been mooted. 

Nothing has been officially confirmed by the 
German set-up yet (and they won’t talk about 
the project until all agreements have been 
fixed) but expect to see Harri Kullas, Petr 
Petrov, Jorge Zaragoza and Brian Hsu on yel¬ 
low machinery. 

Suzuki’s representation on the dirt is far from 
diminished. 
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LEADING THE WAY... 

By Adam Wheeler 


D uring the last few issues of OTOR and the par¬ 
tial off-season malaise you might have noticed 
a few news stories in these pages featuring MX1 
World Champion Tony Cairoli. This is no co-inci¬ 
dence. After fulfilling his dream of becoming Italy’s 
most successful motocrosser the 26 year old is 
now chasing a new, arguably tougher ambition. The 
Red Bull KTM rider barely seems to have stopped 
in his schedule of promotional events and public 
appearances since his Motocross of Nations disap¬ 
pointment at the end of September. This is all part 
of his aim - admitted during an interview in OTOR 
13 and since republished in magazines in Spain 
and Germany - to boom the profile of motocross. 


In ways he is similar to Jorge Lorenzo (and perhaps 
the opposite of a reluctant Casey Stoner) in terms 
of looking out beyond his own career and attempt¬ 
ing to ‘give something back’. Tony might not be a 
Beckham poster boy but he forms a potent team 
with long-term Dutch girlfriend Jill and has been 
well advised. ‘222’ is smart. His website, twitter 
feed and Facebook activity is dynamic and the at¬ 
tention he receives by spending time with the likes 
of Rossi, Melandri, Dovizioso and other sportsmen 
is not only letting motocross piggyback the bigger 
exposure these other celebrities command but also 
increasing Cairoli’s own profile and potentially his 
earning capability. 


As an Italian motorcycle racer Cairoli has the good 
fortune of a national media machine highly con¬ 
scious and enthusiastic of two-wheeled competition 
and also the standing of people such as Valentino 
Rossi from which to bounce off. Stefan Everts, 
thanks to his unmatchable achievements in the 
sport and a similar delectation towards moto¬ 
cross in Belgium as in Italy, was perhaps the last 
to transpose the image of MX something near the 
mainstream (indeed the KTM race team manager 
was a multi Sportsman of the Year in his native 
country) but now Cairoli is trying to follow suite. 
He is forcing the issue thanks to a busy itiner¬ 
ary (bike shows, awards, media events, rally car 
stunts) but also a firm willingness. As reigning 
and undisputed number one Cairoli can of course 
appeal to the broadest audience and appraisal of 
his efforts is not to decry the work made by other 
GP riders in different phases of their careers in 
their respective territories. It’s just that Cairoli is 
the sport’s best hope of nudging further into the 
consciousness of a new fanbase and it is fantastic 
to see him sacrificing time and energy to give it a 
good shout. 


This is what a lot of other riders haven’t figured out 
- or it seems like they cannot be arsed to do any¬ 
thing about - during the very few years they have 
at a peak of being a public figure as a pro athlete. 
Cairoli has backed up his talent and dedication 
with results and this gives him a unique position 
in the present state of motocross but the example 
he is setting is something every young rider should 
carefully observe. 

We’ve arrived to the twentieth and final issue of 
OTOR in 2011 and it has been a hectic but fun first 
year putting the magazine together. We’ll be back 
with 25 publications throughout 2012 with also a 
couple of special editions on the planning schedule. 
The first OTOR will be online on January 10th, 
only a few days after the very first AMA Supercross 
meeting of another full motorcycle racing calendar. 

I just have a few lines to say a big thanks to Mat¬ 
thew, Gavin, Ray, both ‘Steves’ in the USA, Gabi, 
Jimmy from Monster Energy and of course Nuria. 

I cannot forget those people who have been kind 
enough to place an ad with us in these early days. 

A Merry Christmas to all... 
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By David Piole & 
Alexandre Chailan 







‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist and AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
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